FL, OW. WINTERBOTHAMS 
Secret and Personal begins: 

“Vicky, fol me the “Cabinet 

Offices on the — scrambler, 


please.” 
“That you, Cox? May we 

scramble? ‘This is Zero C 

speaking. Just to let you know 

the first bombs fell on Warsaw 

a few minutes ago, Yes, that’s 

all. Don't stay tip Tate.” 

It's this sort: of thing that 
makes a prospective purchaser 
put a book right back on = the 
counter, This particular book, 
however, happens tovbe one of 
the two kinds of books on 
intelligence and — espionage 
which diplomats and intelli- 
fence professionals bother to 

tread, If Mr Winlerbotham, who, 
; al the age of seventy, has never 
‘before written a book, wants to 
try his hand at journalese (even 


to the extent of calling Anthony’ 


‘Eden “ai bright star in’ the 
‘political galaxy’) who cares? 
jAs one of the most effective 
senior intelligence officers of 
the second world war, as one who 
; deserves much of the credit for 
‘correctly eslimating (he strength 
»of German air power, as the 
originator of spy-plane photo- 
‘graphy (some twenty years 
‘before anyone ever heard of the 
“CIA's U-2) what he has to SAY 
js bound to be inleresting. ~ 

: And, despite the clichés and 
i Hterary frrejevancies, hia book 


O li as compulsively readable as 


) 


latters from a favourile unclem 
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all about his mectings with 
Hhitler, Hess, Rosenberg and a 
dozen ‘other ‘top Nazis whom he 
met in pursuit of his theory 
that the best intelligence icads 
come from officials high enough 


in their heirarchy to be both ° 
_knowledgeable and free to say 


what they please. 

Another kind of book which 
ean excite the professional is 
the study, in depth, of an oper- 
ation launched by Intelligence 
officers whe later fell into the 
hands of Allied interrogators, 
and who were given no choice 
but to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the (ruth, 
Several such studies have 
appeared over the past few 

venrs, one of which is Gilles 
Perrault's The Red Orehextra 
by sound bentings and other 


“4 


Ramen a com 


‘Known to the Germans. 


fay GE TME CRISIEN SECRET SERYIGE by Richard 


oe 


inducements, the Soviets were 
able to get out of captured Ger- 
man Intelligence officers all 
they had learned about Sovict 
Intelligence’ — operations in 
Western Europe during the 
second world war, includ. 
ing in particular those of 
“the Red Orchestra,” as the 
principal Soviet netwerk was 
Later, 
Sovict Intelligence officers who 
defected to the West brought de- 
tails of the Orchestra not only 
as seen from their participation 
in it, bul as seen by the Ger- 
mans through their penctra- 
tions. ©. 
Mr Pevrault. seems to have 
ained access to, this material, 
much of which IT thought was 
sui sceret, In addition, he has 
managed to Anterview: various | 


Snes eA | 


have read every 


ersons Who wid 
edge of Orchestra operations, 
and he has done a skilfully 


‘selective job of examining rele 


vant manuscripts and published 
works, The result is a kind of 
‘non-ficuon novel which will 
fascinate students of the sccond 
world war or of behind the 
scenes diplomacy, although it is 
hardly to be recommended as 
light bedtinie yeading, 

For anyone seekirg light beds 
time reading, there is much to 
say for Richard Deacon's The 
lhistory of Ghe British Secret 
Service, Mr Ssacon appears to 
book in exist 
cace on the svoject of espionage, 
absorbing fancy with fact, and ta 
have added some thoughts of his 
own resulting from talks with 
retired members of the British 
Secret Service—a breed not 
renowned for their frankness on 
intelligence mailers. 

All the same, it.is as goad a 
“history ” of the British Sceret 
Service as we are ever likaly to 
‘et (from Throgmorton ‘and 
Valsingham 19 Kim Philby) and 
Ht is put logether in a manner 
which is not only scholarly 
{sttpplementary notes, bibiioz 
raphy, and all the rest) but 
extremely interesting. As -a 


-present member of SIS’ told 


me, “1's excellent except for 


the pacts IT know abo 
hand, but on those it ated 


_ Rood.” 
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